5 August
guard drew the militia out of the city. There were sighs of
relief at the departure of the protectors.
By Friday pressure on Madrid was lessened, but the city was
threatened with scarcity of supplies, as the road to Valencia was
the only communication left open.
On Saturday the capture of Albacete by the Reds opened up
other railway communications and immediate anxiety was
removed. The Red Militia now hold the fate of Spain in their
hands, but there is dissension amongst the Unions of the Left.
Some hold their Marxist ideals above everything else, and have
occupied convents, churches, and the palaces of the nobility.
"Committees of Workers" have taken over the big railway
companies.
No Masses are said on Sundays. On 26 July a priest was
saying Mass at the Escorial when a band of armed men sei2ed
him and dragged him away.
There have been many arrests for looting and arbitrary
arrests. The jails are crammed. Batches of prisoners are
released to make room for others. Many have disappeared,
horrifyingly, for ever.
According to a document found on a dead officer, the insur-
gents have received instructions to destroy the morale of the
Reds by terrorism in destroying cattle and crops.
Affairs are now in a stalemate position. Neutrals may sym-
pathise with both sides. The Republicans are fighting for
ideals of liberty long since secured in other lands, the Fascists
for traditions venerated for centuries. The struggle recalls an
inscription on a weather-beaten stone on the mountains which
records how two brave Spaniards fought to death for a melon.
Such is Spanish intractability.
AN AIR MINISTRY INQUIRY
Sir Christopher Bullock, Permanent Secretary to the Air
Ministry, has been dismissed the service. This action by the
Prime Minister follows upon the findings, published in a White
Paper, of the Board of Inquiry appointed to investigate certain
conversations between Sir Christopher and representatives of
the Imperial Airways concerning the possibility of his future
association with that company. While important negotiations
were in process between the Air Ministry and Imperial Air-
ways, Sir Christopher had repeatedly discussed with Sir Eric
Geddes the possibility of his succeeding him as Chairman of
Imperial Airways, saying that there was no further prospect of
advancement for him in the civil service. Sir Eric said that he
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